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Introduction to the User Guide
Welcome to the Community Environmental 
Justice Explorer Tool!
This resource provides information on how to use the tool.  
Upon opening the tool, you will see the Explorer Tool main 
page. Use the Filter Bar at the top of the page to filter the 
data by different selections or to reset all selections to their 
defaults. This will cause the data visualizations on the main 
Explorer Tool page to update to match your selections, as 
well as the data visualizations on the other data tabs. The 
Filter Bar acts as the driver’s seat of the Tool and filters data 
across the tabs. The other data tabs can be accessed through 
the bottom navigation menu.

To learn more about the tool or download data, 
visit the About tab, accessed through the bottom navigation 
menu. If you have additional questions, please visit the tool 
web page or contact the Social Indicators Team at 
nmfs.social.indicators@noaa.gov.

Tool Web Page
Community Environmental 
Justice Explorer 

Contact Us
nmfs.social.indicators@noaa.gov

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/tool-app/community-ej-explorer
mailto:nmfs.social.indicators@noaa.gov
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/tool-app/community-ej-explorer
mailto:nmfs.social.indicators@noaa.gov
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Basic Tool Features
1. Use the Filter Bar

at the top to query 
data by community 
and other filters or 
to reset filters.

2. Explore the Data 
Visualizations as 
they change based 
on filter selections.

3. Click the Tabs at 
the bottom to 
explore other 
information.

4. Visit the About tab 
to learn more and 
download data.
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Filter Bar

Filter Bar for All Tabs
Select filter options to filter data visualizations.
Note: Selections made in the Filter Bar apply 
across all tabs (except for the About tab).

Community Search
Use the “Community Search” box to filter data by community.
• Type a community name into the “Community Search” box and select it.
• Note: More than one community can be selected at a time, and 

communities listed under the box can be removed individually.

Reset – Click the Reset 
button to reset the Filter 
Bar, including community 
names and other filters.

Region – Use the dropdown 
menu to filter by region name. 
Note: More than one region 
can be selected at a time.

Fishing Type – Use the dropdown 
menu to filter by Fishing Type. 
Note: More than one selection can 
be made at a time.

Environmental Justice Concerns –
Use the dropdown menu to filter by 
Environmental Justice Risk. Note:
More than one selection can be made 
at a time.
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Tabs
Explorer Tool – Click the main Explorer Tool tab to view data visualizations for: 
• Number of Communities by Region
• Overall Community Risk Score
• Risk Score Composition by Indicator Component
• Average Risk Score by Indicator Component
• Map of Coastal Communities
• Climate Change Risk Indicators

Environmental Justice
Click the Environmental 
Justice tab to view 
indicator graphs and 
details.

Economic
Click the Economic 
tab to view 
indicator graphs 
and details.

Gentrification 
Click the 
Gentrification tab 
to view indicator 
graphs and details.

Crosstabulation
Click the 
Crosstabulation 
tab to view overall 
risk score, 
component 
scores, and index 
scores.

About
Click the About tab 
to learn more 
about the tool, visit 
the web page, and 
download data.



Explorer Tool
Explore the Tool’s Main Page, including the

Overall Community Risk Score and Components
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Explorer Tool Main Page

Explorer Tool
This is the 
main page that 
a user sees 
and explores 
when they first 
open the Tool.
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Explorer Tool – Data Visualizations (part 1)

Overall Community Risk Score
• As with the other data visualizations, the graphs on 

this page dynamically update as Filter Bar selections 
change.

• This bar graph (left on the Explorer Tool tab) displays 
the overall risk score by community. This new 
composite indicator incorporates data from multiple 
indicator categories into a single value across 
communities.

• Within each bar, the top 3 indicator categories that 
contribute to the score are listed, left to right.

• Slide the bar up and down to see listed communities.

• For more information on how this score is developed, 
visit Social Indicators Supporting Information.

Number of Communities 
by Region
This visual (below the Filter 
Bar) shows the number of 
communities by region. By 
selecting filters in the Filter 
Bar (a specific region or 
community names), the 
data displayed in the visual 
will update. 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/socioeconomics/social-indicator-supporting-information
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Explorer Tool – Data Visualizations (part 2)
Risk Score Composition by Indicator 
Component – This tree map (top center 
of the Explorer Tool tab) shows the 
percentage of the indicator categories 
that contribute to the overall risk score. 
As new communities are selected, the 
graph will update. Average Risk Score by Indicator 

Component – This bar graph 
(bottom center of the Explorer Tool 
tab) shows the individual 
components of the indicator 
categories in the above tree map. 
The colors between the two graphs 
are coordinated to match the 
individual indicators to the categories 
in which they belong. The red line 
represents a medium-high value (3), 
to be used as a reference.
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Explorer Tool – Data Visualizations (part 3)

Map of Coastal Communities – View 
communities color-coded by region in 
this interactive map (top right of the 
Explorer Tool tab). Select and 
unselect communities to zoom into 
and out of a single community.

Interact with the map by using the 
icons that appear in the top left when 
the cursor hovers over the map. Use 
the top two icons to zoom in (  ) and 
out (      ). Use the home icon (  ) to 
return the map to the default setting. 
Use the bottom icon
(      ) to view different options to select 
communities.

Climate Change Risk 
Indicators – This bar graph 
(bottom right of the Explorer 
Tool tab) shows sea level risk 
and storm surge risk. While 
these indicators are not 
incorporated into the overall risk 
score, they are included here as 
reference information. This 
graph also has a red line 
representing medium-high (3), 
to be used as a reference.
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Explorer Tool – Example 1
Selecting 
Communities from a 
Single Region using 
the Filter Bar

To replicate this 
example, click on the 
dropdown button to 
select region(s) of 
interest (e.g., the 
Northeast as pictured) 
by checking the boxes 
before the region 
name(s).
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Explorer Tool – Example 2
Selecting 
Communities Using 
the Map’s Area 
Selection Function

To replicate this 
example, use the 
rectangular selection 
tool on the map to 
draw an area and 
select the 
communities. The 
visualizations will 
update accordingly.
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Explorer Tool – Example 3
Selecting 
Communities Using 
the Map’s Zoom In 
Function

To replicate this 
example, zoom in on 
the map and click a 
community to select. 
The visualizations will 
update accordingly.



Other Data Tabs
Explore Supporting Data Visualizations:

Environmental Justice, Economic, Gentrification, and Crosstabulation
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Environmental Justice

Environmental 
Justice – Click the 
Environmental 
Justice tab to view 
index details.

Filter Bar –
Filter data to 
update the 
visualizations.
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Economic

Economic –
Click the 
Economic tab to 
view index 
details.

Filter Bar –
Filter data to 
update the 
visualizations.
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Gentrification

Gentrification –
Click the 
Gentrification 
tab to view 
index details.

Filter Bar –
Filter data to 
update the 
visualizations.
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Crosstabulation

Crosstabulation –
Click the 
Crosstabulation tab to 
view overall risk score, 
component scores, 
and index scores.

Filter Bar –
Filter data to 
update the 
visualizations.
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Crosstabulation – Example
Sorting the 
Crosstabluation 
Table

To replicate this example, 
click on a column, such 
as “Overall Risk Score,” 
and, in the pop-up 
window, click to sort 
community name in 
ascending or descending 
order by the measure 
values. This will sort the 
table accordingtly.



About
Learn More About the Tool and Download Data
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About
About the Tool
Read this section 
for a brief 
description of the 
tool, users, and 
uses, as well as 
what information 
is available on 
the web page.

Learn More – Click the icon above 
to visit the web page and read 
more about the tool and data.

Download Data – Click the icon 
above to download data in 2 format 
options (Excel or CSV).
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