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Definitions 
in the 
Regulations 
and Statutes

• 50 CFR 10.12
• Country of exportation
• Country of origin 
• Crustacean 
• Fish
• Fish or wildlife 
• Mollusk
• Shellfish

• 50 CFR 14.4
• Accredited scientist
• Accredited scientific institutions
• Commercial
• Export
• Import

• 50 CFR 23.5
• Certificate
• CITES document or CITES exemption 

document 
• Commercial 
• Coral (dead)
• Coral fragments 
• Coral (live) 
• Coral rock 
• Coral sand 
• Coral (stony) 
• Country of origin
• In-transit shipment
• Introduction for the sea
• Live rock 
• Non-party
• Party
• Permit
• Pre-Convention
• Re-export

This is not a complete list for each of the regulations.  Also, more 
definitions are found in the Statutes.



Brief Summary 
of General 
Requirements

• 50 CFR 14 Subpart IImport/Export (IE) License & Fees

• 50 CFR 14 Subpart CDesignated Port Exception Permit 
(DPEP)

• 50 CFR 14.54(a) (import)  &  50 CFR 
14.54(f) (export)

48 hour notice prior to import or 
shipment available for inspection 
at least 48 hours prior to export.

• Port ContactsCoordinate with the Wildlife 
Inspectors at the Port

• 50 CFR 14 Subpart F File Declaration Form 3-177 

• 50 CFR 23.23(c)(21)CITES Validation

• 50 CFR 14 Subpart EInspection & Clearance

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-I
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-C
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-E/section-14.54
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-E/section-14.54
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OLE%20Wildlife%20Trade%20-%20Wildlife%20Inspection%20Offices%202023_0.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-F?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-23/subpart-B/section-23.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-E


Import/Export 
License and Fees

• Contact the Port with questions

• Situational 
• License Requirements

• Commercial Use
• Non-profits exempt

• Fees
• Base commercial fee $93
• CITES Premium fee $93
• Overtime Premium Fee 

$105

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/part-14/subpart-I
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/part-14/subpart-I


Designated Port Exception Permits (DPEP)

May be needed to import/export via a non-designated wildlife port.

• 50 CFR 14 Subpart B

Permit can take some time to be issued, planning ahead is important.

• Application Form 3-200-2

Contact the port wildlife inspection office with specifics on your situation to determine whether a DPEP is 
required.

• Species
• Origin (where harvested/born/bred)
• Purpose of shipment (Commercial, Non-commercial, Other)
• Transport Method (Vessel, Plane, Mail/Expedited Courier, Passenger, Vehicle)

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-B
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OLE%20Forms%20-%203-200-2%20Designated%20Port%20Exception%20Permit_0.pdf


48 Hour Notice
• Notice/Availability for Inspection

• Import/Export - Live and Perishable – required
• Import – Non-live/non-perishable but seeking inspection 

and clearance at time of import – required.
• Export – Any shipment – make available for inspection at 

least 48 hours prior to export, unless other arrangements 
made with port WIs

• Contact port at least 48 hours in advance
• Requesting inspection at time of shipment

• Need CITES validated
• Outside business hours

• Contact information:
•  Wildlife Inspection Offices 

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OLE%20Wildlife%20Trade%20-%20Wildlife%20Inspection%20Offices%202023_0.pdf


Wildlife Inspection Port Offices

Contact and coordinate with the port office 
WIs. Wildlife Inspection Office Contact List

If you have trouble reaching someone at the 
port you can reach out to our headquarters 
monitored email for further guidance (try port 
directly first, please)

lawenforcement@fws.gov

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-06/ole-wildlife-trade-wildlife-inspection-offices-2024_0.pdf


Declarations

Prior to export or upon import and prior to 
release from customs. 

All wildlife shipments must be declared via 
form 3-177

• Manual 3-177
• Electronic 3-177 on 

https://edecs.fws.gov/

• Exceptions – 50 CFR 14.62 & 50 CFR 14.64

• Contact the Port with questions

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/part-14/subpart-F
https://www.fws.gov/media/wildlife-shipments-declaration-form-3-177
https://edecs.fws.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-F/section-14.62
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-F/section-14.64


Permit Validation

• FWS Public Bulletin – CITES Validation
• Single-use Permits

• Submit Original to Wildlife Inspector
• Import – FWS Keeps original & Importer should 

ask for and maintain a canceled copy.
• Export – WI validates and returns original to 

exporter & FWS maintains a canceled copy.

• Multi-use Permits
• Ensure foreign country accepts this type of permit.
• Importer/Exporter keeps original permit. 
• FWS maintains a copy each time used.

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OLE%20Public%20Bulletin%20-%20Validation%20of%20CITES%20Documents_0.pdf


Inspection & 
Clearance
• Reach out to Inspection office in advance of 

shipment.

• Inspection must occur as close to shipment as 
possible.

• Hand Carry vs cargo vs private vessel/plane

• Make it easy for the officers
• Label Items per 50 CFR 14.81

• outside with both the name and 
address of the shipper and 
consignee

• An accurate and legible list of its 
contents by species scientific name 

• the number of each species 
• Organization

• Exceptions to clearance requirements – 50 CFR 
14.55

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/section-14.81
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-E/section-14.55
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-E/section-14.55


Additional Considerations

• Imports of CITES Marine Species Taken on the High Seas

• Import/Export at Designated Ports – 50 CFR 14 Subpart B
• In-Transit Shipments – 50 CFR 14.14

• U.S. Destined – Customs Bonded
• Non-U.S. destination  (CITES vs. Non-CITES)

• Marine Mammals – 50 CFR 14.18
• Shellfish and Fishery Products – 50 CFR 14.21
• Scientific Specimens – 50 CFR 14.24

• Regulatory and/or Policy Changes – Stay Informed
• USFWS Office of Law Enforcement – Information for 

Importers & Exporters

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OLE%20Public%20Bulliten%20-%20Imports%20of%20CITES%20Marine%20Species%20Taken%20on%20the%20High%20Seas%205-18-23%20.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-B/section-14.14
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-B/section-14.18
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-B/section-14.21
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-14/subpart-B/section-14.24
https://www.fws.gov/program/office-of-law-enforcement/information-importers-exporters
https://www.fws.gov/program/office-of-law-enforcement/information-importers-exporters


Common Violations or 
Reasons for Delay
• Permit not validated/ not validated 

properly

• Labeling – Supporting Documents 
either not present or incorrect

• Failure to declare

• Clearance and release from Customs 
prior to FWS clearance

• NOT reaching out to Port Wildlife 
Inspectors to coordinate inspection

• Permit conditions violations
• Not all items present



CAFRA Process

• 50 CFR Part 12- SEIZURE 
AND FORFEITURE 
PROCEDURES

• Notification of Seizure 
(NOSPF)

• Online Posting-
https://www.fws.gov/fwsforf
eiture/notices

• NOSPF outlines choices and 
next steps

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/part-12
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/part-12
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/part-12
https://www.fws.gov/fwsforfeiture/notices
https://www.fws.gov/fwsforfeiture/notices


Questions
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